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46TH PRESIDENT, 49TH VICE PRESIDENT INAUGURATED

By Natalia Ahrens

he inauguration of the

46th  President and
Vice President, Joe Biden
and Kamala Harris, took
place on Jan. 20, 2021
This event took place
amidst political unrest, the
COVID-19 pandemic, and
shortly after the House of
Representatives voted to
impeach former President,
Donald J. Trump, for a
second time. There was a
greal deal of precautions
in place to keep everyone
safe  and to prevent
spreading the coronavirus
which causes COVID-1g.
Masks were required at
all times, and temperature
checks and testing were
administered before the

inauguration.
Former
Presidents
Bill Clinton,
George W.
Bush and
Barack Obama,
and their first

ladies, all
attended  the
inauguration.
Former  Vice

President Mike
Pence attended
as well, but
Donald and
Melania Trump
chose not to
attend. Trump
is the first
president not to attend his
incumbent’s inauguration
since  Andrew Jackson
refused to attend Ulysses S.

Granls first inauguration
in 186g. Associate Juslice

Sonia Sotomayor swore
in Vice President Kamala
Devi Harris, and Chief

Justice  John  Roberts
swore in President Joseph
Robinette Biden. After
the oaths, Garth Brooks
performed “Amazing

Grace.” Amanda
Gorman, 22-year-
old National
Youth Poet
Laureate read
her poem, “The
Hill We Climb.”
There were quite
a few firsts at this
inauguration,
including

Gorman being
the youngest
inaugural  poel.

Kamala Harris is
the first woman
and first person

of Black and
South Aslan
descent ever

elected into the office of

Vice President. Joe Biden
is the oldest president so
far, turning 78 two months

before the inauguration.

Amidst  political unrest
during this time,

President Biden has hope
for the American people
and reshaping politics
during his four years.
“Politics doesn't have to
be a raging fire, destroying
everything in its path.

Every disagreement
doesn't have to be a cause
for total war. And we

muslt reject the culture in
which facts themselves
are manipulated, and even
manufactured,” said Biden
in his Inaugural Address.

COVID-19

By Hannah Butler

S ince  March 2020,
restaurants have been
hit hard by the effects
the pandemic has had on
the world. Lockdown had

HITS LOCAL RESTAURANTS

many small businesses
and restaurants closed
temporarily, which hasn’t
helped with the ongoing
unemployment situation.
The situation is better

now. Most restaurants

in McPherson
for

are open
with social-
distancing and protective
glass shields in place.
Some of the smaller
spaces, like Noffy’s, have
been, or are currently, to-

dine-in

go only, since the space
isn’t big enough to social-
distance.

With finances being tight
for many businesses, some
of them closed their doors
permanently. One of these

was Golden
Dragon. They closed a few
months ago and it was
an upsetting loss for the
McPherson community.
Overall, most restaurants
in town are sit-in now,

restaurants

so feel free to go enjoy
dining-in  while staying
healthy and safe.



NEWS

NEW HOT SPOT IN MCPHERSON

THE LOCKER ROOM NUTRITION AND ENERGY OPENS DOWNTOWN

By Brittany Merkel

Opened in November
2020 by Katie Murray,

The Locker Room has be-
come a hit among McPher-
son College students. In-
side, it is very spacious
and brings a welcoming
atmosphere for people to
hang out with friends or
study and do homework.

Murray ran track and field
in college at Wichita State
University and got easily
annoyed having to pay for
overpriced protein shakes
that weren’t even good.
She stumbled across a
similar shop in Wichita
and loved their drinks and
all the options they had to
offer. A couple years later
she was able to open her

own shop in West Wichi-
ta and Newton, then here
in McPherson. There has
been an explosion of peo-
ple posting their colorful
teas and tagging the pop-
ular drink spot on social
media. From young to old,
the reach of The Locker
Room 1s wide and seems
to only be getling more
popular as time goes by. Be

sure Lo stop by at the inter-
section of North Main and
Kansas Avenue and grab
Murray’s favorite drink,
the Pink Senorita.

Katie Murry, owner of The Locker Room, makes one of The
Locker Room’s signature drinks as customers watch at the bar.
Photos by Junior Silva
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HOW TO COMBAT FOOT ODOR FOR ATHLETES

By Jason Okoro

Yuck! Whose feet smell
that bad? This is prob-
ably  something
heard if you suffer from
foot odor. Foot odor is
something that many ath-
letes can deal with. Being
active everyday with prac-
tice, workouts and games
can lead to having foot
odor. The causes of fool
odor are not washing your
feet daily, wearing shoes
that are too tight for your
feet, repeatedly wearing
the same shoe for multiple

you've

days at a stretch, or wear-
ing closed toed shoes with
no socks.

Here are some tips to be
able to combat foot odor.
First, wash your feet in
the shower. | know this is
something that shouldn’t
be said but not everyone
truly scrubs their feet
when they are shower-
ing. Secondly, disinfect
your shoes with any type
of sneaker balls. Sneaker
balls are little balls you put
in your shoes that work
as a fabric cleaner, like
Febreeze.

MecPherson Men’s Bas-
ketball player, Christian
Aguillard,  said:  “The
sneaker balls help a ton
especially with how much
we work out. I've been
using them since | was in
high school and there are
multiple scents you can
gel.” Lastly, to fight foot
odor a very simple tip is
to change your socks daily.
Don’t wear the same socks
multiple days in a row.
That is just going to cause
your feet to reek, especially
with how busy the sched-
ules are for athletes. These

tips are essential to good
foot hygiene and com-
bating foot odor which is
something that can lead
to athlete’s foot. Foot odor
is nothing to be ashamed
of. Not taking care of it,
however, is something to
be ashamed of because
you put yourself at risk of
catching a staph infection.
Home remedies or store
bought products should
do the trick, but make sure
to wash your feet daily!

“GREGOR THE OVERLANDER”

BOOK REVIEW

By Ben Hulsmeyer

Today we will be review-
ing the book “Gregor
the Overlander” by Su-
zanne Collins, published
Sept. 1, 2003.

This book takes place
in New York City. Gregor
lives in an apartment with
his mother, grandmother,
and two younger sisters,
Lizzie and Boots. IUs been
a little more than two years
since Gregor’s dad has
gone missing. With Lizzie
off to summer camp and
Gregor’s mom working
many hours to provide for

the family, it’s just Gregor
and Boots left in the apart-
ment. One day Gregor and
Boots go down into the
laundry room and both
fall into a crate, where they
find a mysterious and dark
place with huge every-
day creatures. When they
arrive, they are quickly
picked up by humans who
live there and call them-
selves Underlanders. They
believe Gregor and Boots
to be a legendary warrior
and princess who will help
them fulfill a prophecy.
I'love this story as it does
an excellent job of de-

scribing the world they’re
entering so the reader can
come up with a clear pic-
ture in their head. It’s also
written by Suzanne Col-
lins, most famously known
for “The Hunger Games.”
believe that this series, the
“Underland  Chronicles,”
1s much better than “The
Hunger Games.” With a
unique story and a world
built so well that you al-
most believe that it’s real,
you can easily fall in love
with the series.
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PATH TO PEBBLE:

PROGRESS OVER WINTER BREAK

By Brittany Merkel

hile most students
were able to take
an extended break over
the holidays and even in-
terterm, the Pebble Beach
student workers were busy

on their project. The Mer-
cedes main frame received
its final topcoat of PPG
custom paint towards the
end of December; the body
of the car has had its last
coal of paint and is almost
all together. After a short

the  team
will contin-
ue to work

break, the team worked
to install the rear end and
front suspension, the 300s

is now back on the ground  diligently
for the first time in over throughout
three years! In the past the new se-
week, the engine has been  mester.

placed and installed, and

INTERTERM
RECAP

By Brittany Merkel

As COVID-1g continues
to worsen, McPher-
son College is committed
to keeping their students
safe. This year has looked
a lot different for students
and Interterm was no ex-
ception. Nearly every class
that could was taught com-
pletely virtual, allowing for
students to stagger their
return as well as keep their
classmates and professors
safe. The college also re-
quired each student to test
negative for COVID-19
prior to arriving on cam-
pus. All these precautions
as well as those in place
since August allowed stu-
dents to have a safe inter-
term and move into the
spring semester.

PODRANGLE

involved!

Want to tell the world something
interesting? Talk about something you
love? Join PODRANGLE! McPherson
College’s podcasting studio!

Did you miss this week’s Gall-Out Meeting?
Contact Jacob Reed (Studic Manager), Hi Jordan
(Assistant Studio Manager), Julia Largent (Faculty
Advisor), or podrangle@mcpherson.edu to get

All podcast topics* welcome!
All experience levels (including
none) welcome! We will train
you on the equipment.

You do not need to be a Communication
major or minor to be involved. Just a
voice and some thoughts!

‘podcast topics need to be campus appropriate.

AR student workers standing next to the Mercedes 300s project car.
Photo provided by Nate McLaughlin

MILLER LIBRARY HOURS

£

Main and Lower Levels

Monday - Thursday 7:30 - 7:30/p 1000pmhours it resume warch 1
Friday 7:30a - 5:00p

Saturday Closed

Sunday 3:00p - 10:00p

Second Level

Monday - Thursday 11:30a- 7:30p

Friday 11:30a- 5:00p

Saturday & Sunday Closed

All library collections and services are available on the Second Level of Miller Library.

Housing Applications for the 2021-2022
academic year are open!

Due March
1st, 2021

First come, first
serve for open
spaces
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“REDLINE™

MOVIE REVIEW

By Spencer Ice

Back in March 2020, we
all suddenly became
“unbusy.”  During  this
downtime, we turned to
our favorite streaming ser-
vices lo binge-watch the
latest shows and movies.
Some of the movies were
greal and some were quite
terrible, and this movie
that I stumbled upon fell
into one of those catego-
ries. The movie was “Red-
line” (2007), a fast-paced
underground racing film.
Riveting, thought-provok-
ing, and a critical master-
piece are all things that
describe  many movies,
however, this movie, not so
much.

The movie sets the stage
with a fast-paced car chase

scene, but with no real
explanation why they are
even racing. This is pretty
much the platform for the
rest of the movie, with un-
explained and unnecessary
action scenes. We are not
quite sure what the plot
of the movie is until may-
be halfway through. “Red-
line” is very predictable. If
you have ever watched any
Hallmark Christmas mov-
ie, just think of that same
predictable storyline and
cast, but geared toward
car enthusiasts. This mov-
ie is exactly what comes to
mind when people hear
the words “early 2000s car
movie.”

The movie isn’t just bad
because of the film’s lack
of a developed plot. The
characters are also very

stereotypical, and calling
the acting mediocre would
be generous. The dialogue
is exactly what you would
expect from a “Fast and
Furious” wannabe. Not
only is the dialogue pre-
dictable, but the script is
also very cringe-worthy.
This movie tries so hard
to be funny. They throw
many “humorous” one-lin-

ers in the dialogue, most of

which fall flatter than day-
old Mountain Dew.

Of course, no car movie
is complete without a good
ol’ chase scene. And trust
me, “Redline” has plenty

of chase scenes. Many of

them are just slow driving
with quick camera cuts
and just enough engine
noise and tire squealing
to make us believe that the

chase is real. This mov-
ie would not be com-
plete without shoddy
crash scenes that make
us wincee.

“Redline” 1s one of
the saddest excuses for
a car movie that has ex-
isted in quite a while.
This movie is jam-
packed with mediocre
acting, poor dialogue
and some very unreal-
istic and terrible crash
scenes. This movie
is not by any means
good, or an excuse for
a decent car movie. So
the question is, should
you walch this movie?
Well if you have any re-
spect for yourself, then
the answer is no.

NO SPRING BREAK? OKAY.

By Ben Hulsmeyer

cPherson College

has made the
decision to not have a
spring break this semester

and to have regularly
scheduled reading days
scattered throughout the
semester, where there are
no classes and students
are offered a study day.

They can also take some
time to decompress and
relax. Personally, I agree
with this decision to not
have a spring break. As
an athlete 'm trying to

avoid COVID-1g as best |
can. There may be people
who don’t see it that way.
Since the school can’t
control how students act
off campus, the decision

who lost their season last
year in the beginning of
the pandemic.

was o keep the students
on campus and limit the
possibility of traveling and
bringing the coronavirus
back. This benefits spring
athletes, especially those
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“SOLID SEASON” FOR WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

By Jason Okoro

he McPherson Wom-
en’s basketball team
has had a solid

jah Upchurch who tore
her ACL three weeks ago.
Starting point guard Dy-
mond McElrath also tore

season so far
this year with
a 12-7 record
(9-7 KCAC
record) and
are in fourth
place in con-
ference. They
have had
some hiccups
this season
however, with
season  end-
ing  injuries
to sophomore
guard Kena-

her ACL three weeks ago.
Despite injuries, the team
has had multiple players
step up to fill the shoes of
their injured team-
mates.

Reflecting on this
season versus two
season ago, Senior
forward and All-
American, Brittany
Roberts, said: “We
gol a completely
new coach. He had
a completely dif-
terent style of play
than the previous
coach. It was a hard
adjustment at first
but benefited us in

Sophomore Tatum Griffin drives to the bas-
ket. Photo by Natalia Ahrens

the long run.” Roberts

also said, “Our goal is to
make top four in confer-
ence, and make a run in
the conference tourna-
ment.” Roberts has had a
tremendous season so far
as she has won NATA play-
er of the week and KCAC
offensive player of the
week twice. On the year
she is averaging 21.4 points
a game with 15.4 rebounds
a game. They are coming
off a 76-51 victory against
Southwestern College
where three players scored
in double figures led by
Brittany Roberts who had
21 points followed by Vie-
toria Ates (Junior,. Guard)

with 14 points and Maison
Moseley (Junior, Guard)
with 11 points.

Senior Brittany Roberts
goes up for a layup. Photo
by Natalia Ahrens

TRACK BEGINS INDOOR SEASON

Photo by Micah Gilbert

By Alex Goodloe

cPherson Men’s and

Women’s Track and
Field opened the 2020-
2021 Indoor season with
a bang. The first meet of
the season was a three day
event hosted by Wichi-
ta State University. The
Bulldogs came home with
29 new personal records
and Dylan Templeman
brought back a new re-
cord for the school with a
16.11m throw in shot put.
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BULLDOG BASEBALL EAGER TO TAKE FIELD

By Natalia Ahrens

With COVID-1g tak-
ing away their last
season, the baseball team
at McPherson College is
more than ready to start
playing. With their first
game taking place on Ieb.
5, versus the Peru State
Bobcats, the Bulldogs
swept 2-0 for their first
two games. The Bulldogs
won game one, 13-5, scor-
ing their 13 runs on 18 hits,

seven of them go-
ing for extra bas-
es. In the second
game, the Bobcats
scored six runs, all
of them coming in
the second inning.
The Bulldogs’ re-
sponded by attain-
ing eight runs in
the third inning,
and seven more in
the fourth. In the
end, the Bulldogs
picked up the win

in game two, 16-11, racking
up 14 more hits, including
four more extra base hits.
With two wins to begin
their season, the team 1s
eager to play more games
and have their season, in-
cluding Head Coach Bryan
Moses. “I expect our play-
ers lo be ready to compete
this season. We have two
preseason all Americans
on our team, Trevor John-
son and Kyle Lux. I ex-
pect them to lead the way

Junior Alex Escobar throws a pitch.
Photo by Jakob Komel

offen-

sively,” said Moses, “ We
are the only team in the
country to have two po-
sition players voted to be
preseason all Americans.
We have improved our
pitching. There are a lot
of veterans on this team
who will provide leader-
ship.”

WORLD SPORTS: SUPER BOWL LY

By Natalia Ahrens

Super Bowl LV was
played in Tampa Bay,
Ila. on IFeb. 7. The Tam-
pa Bay Buccaneers and
the Kansas City Chiefs
competed in the NIL’s
championship game, and
fans all across the country
were eager for this match-
up. On the quarterback
side, you have Tom Brady
(Tampa Bay), who many
people think is one of the
greatest quarterbacks in

NFL  history, and

Patrick Mahomes, a rather
new quarterback, drafted
by the Chiefs in the 1st
round in 2017. There was
quite a bit of tension be-
tween these teams, as they
had played before on Nov.
29, 2020, which resulted in
a Chiefs win, but only by
three points. Three points
seemed to be a recurring
concept, to the Chiefs in
Super Bowl LV. The final
score was 31-g, with a Bue-
caneer viclory. Harrison

Butker, the kicker for Kan-
sas City, scored the only ¢
points (three field goals)
for the Chiefs during the
game. Brady of the Buc-
caneers, however, threw
three touchdowns. Two to
Rob Gronkowski, and one
to Leonard Fournette. The
victory of Super Bowl LV
gave Tom Brady his sev-
enth Super Bowl victory.

Brady holds the Vince Lombardi Trophy after the
game. Photo from of Ben Liebenberg/AP
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THE LS SWAP: ONE OF THE BEST NEW CAR TRENDS

By Spencer lce

fyou consider yourself a

sar enthusiast, you have
probably heard about the
“LS swap.” Many people
believe this is the best up-
grade you can make lo a
car, however, others con-
sider this swap an act of
heresy. Now, | don’t want
that kind of negativity in
my life, so I'm going to go
ahead and forget about the
people in that last group
because this is one of
the most popular engine
swaps of all time. But why
are people swapping an
LS into whatever they can

get their grubby hands on?
To answer this question,
I'll go ahead and dust off
the good ol history books
to see where the LS en-
gine began its life and why
it has become so popular.
The LS series of engines
from General Motors was
launched in 1997. The first
LS, called the LSrt, could
be found in the fifth gen-
eration of the Corvette and
it had a displacement of
5.7 liters. Thus began the
legacy that is the LS fam-
ily of engines. Since the
first LS, there have been
many variations and sizes
in this family of engines,

ranging from the common
5.3-liter LMy truck engine
to the 6.2-liter LSg found
in performance applica-
tions. But enough of these
boring facts, what makes
the engine so popular?
What possesses people to
slam this engine into liter-
ally any car they can? Well,
there are multiple rea-
sons people just can’t get
enough of the LS magic.
One reason people love
this engine is that there
are millions of these pow-
erhouses prime for the
picking across America.
These engines were in
full-size trucks, muscle

cars, and even vans that
General Motors produced.
This means people no lon-
ger have to gaze upon the
soft blue light of a Face-
book Marketplace screen
at 2 am. trying to find an
engine for their car. If a
person wanted to snatch
up one of these iconic
powertrains, they could
simply run down to their
local pick and pull.
Another reason people
can’t get enough of the
LS series is because of
the engine’s simplistic de-
sign, and the vast supply
of aftermarket parts. Many
times, when building or

fixing a vehicle’s factory
engine, finding parts is not
as easy as running down to
their local auto parts store
and gelting the correct
part. But once pe()ple taste
the sweet glory of the LS,
every needed part is just
an O’Reilly’s stop away.
The last reason people
love this engine is the mas-
sive power gains you can
achieve with relative ease.
These engines respond
well to forced induction
by installing turbocharg-
ers or superchargers. You
can also easily gain up to
one hundred extra horse-
power from a simple cam-

shaft swap.

Now I may be biased to
this engine swap because |
have an LS swapped Jeep
of my own. llowever, this
swap is still one of the
most popular trends in the
automotive world. There
are good reasons this is
such a hot trend; the LS
i1s a very common engine,
these engines also have
a simple design and are
easily modified to gain big
power. Even though I may
be partial to the LS swap, |
still believe that this 1s one
of the best new car trends
to emerge n recent years.

CARS

By Mason Duffey

One of the best parts
about restoration
students is the diversity
in cars in which they are
interested. Whether it be
classic trucks, muscle cars,
or turn of the century au-
tomobiles, this diversity
in taste can really be seen
in Cameron Boyce’s 1991
Dodge Spirit IVT., which
is unlike any other car on
campus.

He was originally search-
ing for a car that he could
drive throughout college
that was fuel efficient, but
maintained a vintage look.

ON TH

This led him into the his-
tory of the turbo Dodge
cars. In the mid-eighties,

E COR

racer and performance
legend, Carroll Shelby,

was hired by the Chrysler

ER

Corporation to add new
performance models to
their lineup. The
was  some
of the best

result

perform-
ing cars of
the decade,
and staple
in Mopar
history.
‘While
Boyce’s
Spirit was
not  built
direct-
ly  under
Shelby, it
1s a prod-
uct  from

that partnership. With a
turbo 2.2-liter engine and
five-speed  transmission,
the car originally made
225hp. At the time this was
a monumenlal car, being
the quickest sedan sold
in the U.S. and the fastest
mass produced four-door
sedan in the world.

Since 1991 this car has
been entirely reworked to
exceed its original perfor-
mance. The car still retains
a 2.2-liter, but has been
built from top to bottom
to handle more horsepow-
er that comes from a big-
ger turbo, methanol injec-
tion, and general luning.

Even though the engine
has been completely built,
the car sports ils generic
factory looks, with only a
couple decals giving hints
to the performance its
packing under the hood.
The factory looks, paired
with a high performance
power-train  make this
car quite the sleeper, or
as Boyce says, “a wolf in
sheep’s clothing.”

Boyce is a junior in the
automolive program who
wanls to utilize his creativ-
ity to build unique cars af-
ter graduation.



